Secretary Rusk's News Conference of March 8 


PresH ret^dHO 121 dat.<d Marc& >i 

Secretary Bu.-ik : I have no opening statement 
today — 

Q. Mr. Secretary — {Laughter.) 

A. But— 

Q. We don't want you to be at a loss for 
WTTiething to my. 

A. I just wanted to comment, in view of [As- 
sociated Press correspondent] John High- 
towers cordial invitation at our last press con- 
ference, 1 I thought I would come back before 
an undue delay. So, John, do you have the first 
question ? 

Q. Yes, dr. On February IS the Soviet Gov- 
ernment- sent word it intended to -withdraw -sev- 
eral thousand troops from, Cuba. Can you tell 
ija what the atate. of that, withdrawal in and 
what the prospects are? 

A. Movements tire under way. The indica- 
tion was that several thousand would be taken 
out by the middle of March. We are, of course, 
watching that withdrawal with very great in- 
terest. And wo will make an assessment as to 
— somewhat later, about exactly what this with- 
drawal amounts to. But I would not today 
want to get into the box scorn of running figures 
on how tho situation stands at this moment. 

Q. Could you tell v-i what- yov mean, sir, wlw.n 
yov. say '^movements are under waif? Do you 
mean movement* within the island to embarka- 
tion points t 

A. No. I think there havo l>eon movements 
also actually on ships leaving tho island. 


